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Publisher’s Note
We introduce herewith the fruits of our labors in the direction of instruction in standard and authentic 
rudimental drumming as essentially applied to the martial music or field music, but with ample proof 
that it is the foundation of all snare drumming and necessary in the proper execution of modern band 
and orchestra music, as well as that of the military band and drum corps.

In this edition we are not going into an exhaustive and confusing treatise, but are giving an adequate and 
positively correct school for the modern drummer. If mastered, it will prepare him or her to perform 
properly any duty he or she may be called upon to perform that is identified with the profession.

We have selected and had the good fortune to secure a man with the proper qualifications for compiling 
such a book for us, a man who has not invented any new system of drumming or discovered any mystic 
hitherto unknown way of making the roll. He is convinced, after years of professional drumming and 
research, that the one and only school is the one set down by George B. Bruce in 1862 for the U.S. Army. 
This system is the one that has been used by every country where drummers have become proficient, 
for generations. These books are years out of print and those still in existence are literally worth their 
weight in gold. The book we hereby submit is founded entirely on that school. It is with satisfaction, 
pride and perfect confidence that we hand it to you for your guide in all snare drumming.


























